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Key Environmental Impacts 

Do Nothing Proposed Measures 

Area 1 – Herring Stream 

 Several properties and 
gardens along Downs 
View Road will still flood 
during relatively 
frequent rainfall events. 

 Further properties and 
garages to the west of 
Downs View Road will 
still flood during heavier 
rainfall events. 

 Properties and shops on 
Parklands Road, High 
Street/Keymer Road 
around Spitalford Bridge 
will still flood in extreme 
rainfall events and in 
frequent rainfall events if 
the flow is blocked in 
this system. 

 Gardens near the 
junction of Kings Drive 
and Queens Drive will 
still flood in frequent to 
extreme rainfall events. 

 Flooding in frequent to 
extreme weather events 
lowers the quality of live 
for residents on 
Parklands Road, High 
Street/Keymer Road, 
Kings Drive,  Queens 

 Both options share the following environmental concerns: 

 Hedgerows, could be removed as part of the footprint of the 
proposed flood storage area. This could result in substantial 
habitat loss and reduction in visual amenity. Check that these 
hedgerows are an “important hedgerow” with the Local Planning 
Authority (LPA), under The Hedgerow Regulations 1997. 

 The works may temporarily elevate local noise and air pollution 
to nearby residential properties. Best practise shall be used to 
minimise these emissions. 

 The vegetation clearance and excavation works have the 
potential to negatively affect terrestrial flora and fauna, and a 
loss of biodiversity. Pre-construction checks will be required to 
assess the value of affected habitats and their potential to 
support protected, notable and invasive species.  Any vegetation 
clearance works should be programmed outside of the bird 
breeding season where possible. 

 Some additional mitigation measures may be required as a result 
of the WFD assessment. 

 Increased flow conveyance could have an indirect impact on 
local flora and fauna. 

 Option 1 – Proposed widening of the Herring Stream: 

 Unknown exactly how successful this flood mitigation will be 
however, it is reasonable to predict that this option will alleviate 
the flood risk during frequent to heavier rainfall events, based on 
a similar project. This could result in reducing the flood risk to 
properties, gardens and garages along Downs View Road. This 
may improve quality of life for residents and reduce the effects 
of flooding on local businesses and access. 

 As part of the channel widening of the Herring Stream, this will 
encroach into the Brighton and Lewes Downs Biosphere Reserve. 
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Drive and Downs View 
Road. 

Best practise mitigation will be required for working in this 
Biosphere Reserve in regards to air and noise pollution and 
vibration. 

 As part of the channel widening of the Herring Stream, this will 
encroach into the Signal Post Wood Ancient Woodland. During 
the design of the widening of Herring Stream, only widening to 
the east should be considered. This will reduce this impact by 
minimising the encroachment on the Ancient Woodland. If 
encroachment into the Ancient Woodland is unavoidable, liaising 
with the Conservation Officer at Mid Sussex District Council will 
be required before works start to agree mitigation measures and 
any compensatory works, for the reduction in Ancient 
Woodland. As a minimum, best practise mitigation will be 
required for working in this Biosphere Reserve in regards to air 
and noise pollution and vibration. 

 Option 2: 

 This option involves the creation of an offline storage area. 
Based on flood modelling, this solution could greatly reduce 
flood risk around Spitalford Bridge. 

 Liaise with the Highways Officer at Mid Sussex District Council in 
regards to working near a PRoW, and what mitigation measures 
or temporary closures are required. 

 Liaise with the Conservation Officer at Mid Sussex District 
Council in regards to working near the Keymer Allotment Shaw 
Ancient Woodland, in regards to required mitigation. 

Area 2 – Lodge Lane 

 Properties near the 
junction of Lodge Lane 
and Dale Avenue will still 
flood when capacity of 
the Lodge Lane culvert is 
exceeded. 

 The highway of Lodge 
Lane will still flood when 
capacity of the Lodge 
Lane culvert is exceeded. 

 Flooding of the road and 
pedestrian network in 
east Hassocks. 

 Limited access along the 
road network in the east 
of Hassocks affecting 
business and leisure in 
the local area. 

 Possible exacerbated 
congestion along the 
road network in the east 

 Both options share the following environmental concerns: 

 Both solutions involve a shallow flood storage area of different 
sizes. Both of these solutions could reduce the flooding on Lodge 
Lane and Dale Avenue to some extent. 

 As part of the flood storage area off Lodge Lane, this will 
encroach into the Brighton and Lewes Downs Biosphere Reserve. 
Best practise mitigation will be required for working in this 
Biosphere Reserve in regards to air and noise pollution and 
vibration. 

 Hedgerows, could be removed as part of the footprint of the 
proposed flood storage area. This could result in substantial 
habitat loss and reduction in visual amenity. Check that these 
hedgerows are an “important hedgerow” with the Local Planning 
Authority (LPA), under The Hedgerow Regulations 1997. 

 The works may temporarily elevate local noise and air pollution 
to nearby residential properties. Best practise shall be used to 
minimise these emissions. 

 The vegetation clearance and excavation works have the 
potential to negatively affect terrestrial flora and fauna, and a 
loss of biodiversity. Pre-construction checks will be required to 
assess the value of affected habitats and their potential to 
support protected, notable and invasive species.  Any vegetation 
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of Hassocks, during peak 
times. 

 Flooding in frequent to 
extreme weather events 
lowers the quality of live 
for residents on Lodge 
Lane and Dale Avenue. 

clearance works should be programmed outside of the bird 
breeding season where possible. 

 Some additional mitigation measures may be required as a result 
of the WFD assessment. 

 The ditch should maintain dry-weather flows at acceptable 
levels, to maintain the baseline environment. 

 Increased flow conveyance could have an indirect impact on 
local flora and fauna. 

 Option 1: 

 This solution involves the construction of a shallow flood storage 
area that is the smaller of the two options. This could reduce 
some of the flood risk to Lodge Land and Dale Avenue, but may 
not reduce the flood risk as much as option 2. 

 Option 2: 

 This solution involves the construction of a shallow flood storage 
area that is the larger of the two options. This could greatly 
reduce the flood risk to Lodge Land and Dale Avenue, potentially 
more than option 2. 

Long Term Environmental Guidance 
General Environmental Requirements 
The Contractor shall be aware of the environmental risks outlined in the Lancing Surface Water 
Management Plan (SWMP) and carry out all capital/maintenance works in accordance with any 
environmental considerations stipulated. 
 
The Contractor shall have in place a formal Environmental Management System, certificated by an 
independent body, and is required to develop a contract specific Project Environmental 
Management Plan (EMP) for the works.  The EMP shall, as a minimum, meet the requirements of ISO 
14001 in respect of Environmental Management Systems and contain an Environmental Emergency 
Response Procedure.   
 
Environmental Legislation 
Any works carried out shall adhere to all relevant environmental legislation, in particular: - 
a) Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (as amended) 
b) Countryside and Rights of Way Act 2000 
c) Hedgerow Regulations 1997 
d) Control of Pollution Act 1974 
e) Water Resources Act 1991  
f) The Environment Act 1995 
h) Water Environment (Water Framework Directive) (England & Wales) Regulations 2003 
i) Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations 2010 
j) Ancient Monuments and Archaeological Areas Act 1979 
 
The person(s) carrying out the works shall take all necessary precautions to ensure that no work is 
carried out in such a manner as to cause damage to the environment. 
 
Best Environmental Practice 
Best environmental practice shall be followed when conducting any works. 
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Excessive dust/equipment fumes, noise, odour and vibration shall be reduced by best practicable 
means (BPM). If working within 200m of a sensitive receptor (residential housing, schools, hospitals, 
designated environmental area etc), change techniques to minimise dust/equipment fumes, noise, 
odour and vibration where possible and/or move activity away from the sensitive receptor. Noise 
and vibration mitigation as outlined in BS 5228 (Parts 1 & 2). 
 
Water Quality 
When entering watercourses, the Contractor shall ensure that biosecurity procedures are followed 
including ensuring that all boots/waders and equipment should be cleaned and disinfected (at least 
10m away from a watercourse) before entering each watercourse to minimise the risk of 
contamination and avoid the spread of pests and invasive species. 
 
Clearing of drains/gullies is to be conducted in an upstream direction if possible. The silt/debris 
removed from the drain/gully is to be stored 5m away from the drain. 
 
To protect water quality during the proposed works, particularly within the identified Nitrate 
Vulnerable Zone, the Contractor will work in accordance with all relevant legislation, including the 
following Environment Agency Pollution Prevention Guidance (PPG) guidelines: - 

 PPG1 (General Guide to the Prevention of Pollution) – all measures of relevance to the works 
should be adhered to. 

 PPG5 (Works and maintenance in or near water) – all measures of relevance to the works 
should be adhered to.  

 PPG12 (Pollution incident response planning) – all measures of relevance to the works 
should be adhered to. 

 
Any fuel, oil and chemical storage must be stored on an impervious base within a bund and secured.  
Storage areas must be at least 10m away from any known watercourse and above any flood water 
level. Spills kits must be available near-by. 
 
Mobile plant must be refuelled in a designated area on an impermeable surface at least 30m from 
drains or watercourses with a spill kit available.  
 
If a pollutant (engine oil, petrol, diesel, excessive silt ect) is thought to of entered a watercourse, 
including run off from heavy rain, contact the Environment Agency (EA) immediately to report the 
incident. 
 
Biodiversity 
 
Checks in advance of construction of all working areas (notably land in the footprint of proposed 
flood storage areas, pipes/culverts, ditch improvements, silt ponds and in areas proposed for 
vegetation clearance) and their access routes, should be made by a qualified ecologist to assess the 
value of affected habitats and their potential to support protected, notable and invasive species, 
prior to any works commencing on-site.  If protected or invasive species are identified within the 
working areas and have the potential to be disturbed by the works, the advice of a qualified 
ecologist should be followed with regard to further survey, assessment and mitigation.   
 
The contractor carrying out the works should cease all work at any site where protected species are 
discovered during the works including but not restricted to breeding birds, roosting bats, badgers, 
reptiles and amphibians and immediately contact the Employer -and await further instructions. 
Similarly, if invasive species are identified within any working areas, the Contractor should cease all 
work around the suspected invasive weed, and contact the Project Manager to avoid the spread of 
the species. 
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If tree works and vegetation clearance (including tree felling and pruning of trees, hedge cutting and 
scrub clearance) are required, they should be undertaken outside of the bird nesting season. The 
bird nesting season runs from mid-February to September.  Where this is not possible, the 
Contractor will inform the Employer such that a pre-construction breeding bird survey shall be 
carried out by a qualified ecologist in advance of the works. The Contractor must act on the 
mitigation recommended by the survey, to avoid destroying active bird nests. 
 
Check with the Local Authority (LA) if any Tree Preservation Orders (TPO’s) are within the area to be 
cleared of vegetation, in advance of the start of the works. Where specified or accepted, pruning 
shall be undertaken under the supervision of a qualified tree surgeon or an Environmental Clerk of 
Works.  Branches to be removed are cut back to a joint in accordance with BS 3998:1989 
Recommendations for Tree Work. 
 
The Contractor shall protect all trees and hedgerows to be retained within the boundaries of 
working areas, in accordance with BS 5837: 2005 ‘Trees in relation to construction – 
Recommendations’, before any construction works commence, and in advance of any construction 
materials or equipment being delivered to site.   
 
Opportunities should be taken to provide benefits for biodiversity through appropriate design of the 
flood storage areas to create wetland habitats. 
 


